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Mr. Clarence Kelly 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B.C. 20005 



1 1 (;6/ 5673 



Dear Mr, Kelly: 






This office has requested the loan, from the National 



of 



two 



Wllkf^s Booths 



services of the Federal Bureau of Investlgati 



through the 
be able to 



authenticate the 




th diary in the Ford*8 Theatre collection by 



analysis of 



handwriting 



Regional Curator Gordon Gay has been working with the FBI on an 
earlier project involving a detailed examination of the Booth diary. 

have discussed with your staff the possibility of the handwriting 
analysis while the diary is in your hands. At this time» we wish 



request your assistance in sxidh a study. 



soon as we get clearance from the Archives for the loan of the 



booth letters* we will be In 



to further discuss this proj 



appreciate your assistance in this 



Sincerely you 



Acting ^e 

mis 




or. National 
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UNITED STATES OOVER.,a1ENT 

MemGrandum 

■ ■ 

■ 

Mr. Kelleher^)"-^" 

■ 

/^^oiLrtT. Kelly 



t: 



1 
1 
1 
1 



Mr. Keiieher 
Mr. Herndon 
Mr. Kelly 

Mx. Lilia 



DAi%: 8/3/77 



1 



Mr. Mones 



LINCOLN ASSASSINATION 



A IMC Dlh 

Cp^ AD 
D*^ AD In*. 



On 5/19/77, Gordon Gay of the Department of 

Interior, National Park Service, National Capitol Region, 
Washington, D. C. , furnished to thef^BI Laboratory a diary 
purportedly belonging to John Wilke smooth. The Department 
of Interior requested that the''FBi'Laboratbry examine the diary 
in a effort to determine if it contained any invisible writing, 
alterations or other characteristics which would be considered 
unusual. 




lit 







A thorough forensic photographic examination was 
conducted of the entire diary. Some of the special techniques 
utilized included, ultraviolet reflectance, visible fluorescence 
with ultraviolet excitation, reflected infrared, infrared luminescence, 
and x-ray. In addition, the diary was also examined for indented 
writings. The only unaccountable indented writings were found 

on a page captioned "cash account September. " This page was ^ . 
preceded by a single i^issing page. The limited text of the indented 

writings noted could not be determined. The only examination 
remaining to be completed by the Laboratory is the comparison 
of the writings in the diary with pages of purported known writings 
of John Wilkes Booth. These purported known writings were also 
furnished to the Laboratory by the National Park Service. 



t ^ 



■ 



/ 



As a resul 



I'll 




t 



w 

I 





the examination of the diary, no 



iterations, alterations or other unusual 



invisible writin 

characteristics were^i^iind. There were portions of the writings 
that have been obliterated or worn away through age and wear and 
tear on the diary itself. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Kelleher 

RE: LINCOLN ASSASSINATION 



— I 

In order to state absolutely whether or not any 

secret writings existed in the diary, other examination techniques 
would have to be utilized which would be destructive to the diary. 




In summation, all appropriate and non- destructive 
examination techniques have been utilized and nothing of any value 
has been found. 

The above information relating to the examination 
of the diary was orally furnished to Mr. Gay and on this date 
Mrs. Pam West, of the National Park Service advised the Laboratory 
that the Ford Theater Museum curator had been interviewed by 
Mr. Les Whitten. The resulting information published in the 
Washington Post on this date is in fact reasonably accurate and was ' 

a result of that interview. 

I 

ACTION: For information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Mem 0 ra ndum 

Mr. K«lleheir<< /f/'f 






7; 




R/. Kelly 





1- Boynton 
1* Hones 

1- Kelleher 

1- Kellv^, 

i>atb: 8/4/77 



: AlNCOLK ASSASSINATION 



As a result of two articles published in the 
8/3/77 Washington Post an Inquiry was received 
from WRC-TV (NBC affillate-ch A) concernijag the 
FBI's " invest Igation'* of the John Wilke/iboth 
diary. 




It was jointly decided between us and Skip 
Larson of the National Park Service that no one 
should be allowed to photograph or handle the 
diary because of its condition^ however we could 
furnish black and white photographs if requested. 



At approximately 2:30 p.m.» 8/3/77, Mr. Larson 
and Mike Harmon, both of the Ford's Theater Muse- 
um, National Park Service amd Kelly Burke, Reporter 
VHC visited the laboratory and discussed captioned 
matter with the examiner, SA Barry L. Mones. SA 
Hones provided a few enlargements of the diary, 
explaining what each was and made it clear to Hr. 

Burke that the FBI was not investigating this 



matter but merely providing l,^j^atory assi 



because of the historical valSe a^the specific 



request of the Department of Interfvr, National 



Park Service 







Hr. Harmon wanted to know If it would be 
possible to match any loose pages with the cut 
remaining portions in the diary. He was advised 

that while a predetermination as to the value of 
the examination could not be made it certainly 

should not be ruled out if the pages became avail 

able. . 
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Memorandum Kelly to Kellf->ier. 
Re: LINCOLN ASSASSINATION 



All three individuals clearly understood that 
short of destructive testing, all forensic exam* 
inations of the diary revealed nothing of significance -^^M 
or value and that In probability there was no visible 
writing in the diary. Mr. Burke was most thankful for 
our assistance and the photographs, expressing that he 
had a 5:00 deadline • 




■^1 



Mr. Larson advised that a letter from his office 
to us will be forthcoming giving us blanket permission 

to release any photographs requested in this matter. 



Recommendation: None. Information only. 
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Memorandum 
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Kelleher 



/ V 



Robert Kelly 
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•BJECT : 



LINCOLN ASSASSINATION 





1 
1 

1 



Mr 
Mr 

Mr 



Kelleher 
Kelly 

Mones 



date: 8/12/77 




Day. A« 
0«p. ADInm. 

Ami. OIm 

A An, S*fv. _ 

Ptit, » 




biMII. 




Tratntaf 
PMim Atfi. Oil 



Re memorandums dated 8/4/77 and 8/9/77. 



PURPOSE: 




To advise of a telephone call from 

the FBI inquiring of the status of 



Diary examination. 




DETAILS: 



At 11 a.m. 



8/11/77, a phone call was received 



in the Special Photographic Unit by SA Joseph M. Avignone, 

Document Section, Laboratory. 





identified himself 

a newspaper article "written by 
n Post, 8/3/77, relating to 
had called for SA Barry L. Mones 



7C 

ail 




annual leave 



Avignone took 



captioned matter. 

who was on eight hours 
the call and explained th^^^^^ was not at work and 

would be back tommorrow. ^pHjj^tarted asking Avignone 

questions about the captione^natter and Avignone explained 
that the case was assigned to Mones and Mones had conducted 
the examinations and Avignone had no first hand 

of the results of the examination, 
to call Mones back on Friday, 8/12/77. 



"Why is the report 
that the wording 

was taking 
sha 

he 







inquire 

long?'*. Avignone stated 
question implied that that report 



opinion; 
receiving 




ignone) had no basis to 
asked Avignone when 



of the report 



Avignonii 



0163 



95-216208 



RtC4& 





Mr. Bointon (7150) 




(5) 



CONTINUED 



OVER 



Buy U.S. Savings Bends V^egularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



F H r 0 ; 



■ 4 



To: Mr. Kelleher 

RE: LINCOLN ASSASSINATION 



advlsed^^^^Bthat he did not know that^^HV would receive 




knnwl ^HrfO wnnlrl Y\a aan^ ¥r\ T«4-ttT--? n^ar^a i-+'m*an 



a copy or tne report since this was a suomission from the 
Interior Department and that the report to Avignone * s_^_^ 

■ 

continued with questiongA regarding the results and Avignon* 2\\ 

again tried to explain that Mone^and not Avignone was 

conducting the examination and ^^^^V^ t a t e d something to 





the effect that that's the trouble With the government 

He further rambled on about that he knew that the FBI 
had gotten the diary back from the Interior Department after 

Jack Anderson's column had appeared and that we conducted 

the handwriting examination from the diary and had returned the 



explain that handwritin g _ compa risons can be made from high 

quality photographs but |^H^Bf interrupted and stated that 



he has talked to handwritlR^ Experts all over the country and 

he knows for a fact that comparisons can not be made from 

photographs. At this point Avignone stated "Sir, you're wrong - 

I'm not going to argue with you anymore - I don't want to quibble 

about this matter - Call back tommorrow and talk to Mones - 
It has been my pleasure talking to you - Goodbye." At this 

point the telephone conversation was terminated. 



RECOMMENDATION: ^ 



None. For information only 
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Memorandum 
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T. Kelly 



subject: LlriCOLM ASSA3SINATI0:i 
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Mr. Xelleher 

Mr. Kelly 
Hr. Mones 



date: 



3/9/77 




Reference memorandum in this matter, 8/4/77 



0*9 






Awl* 






IPO 













T 




T«iU 

D 




PURPOSE: 




X *j du V J. o <:: u 1 a 



Tiexepnons can rroir. 



the ?BI Inquirliif: of the status of the 
diary examination. 




DETAILS: 



At 11:00 a.m. , 8/5/77, a phone call vms forv/ardeii 

from the P3I Press Office to SA Barry L. Mones, Document 

Section, Laboratory. 



rn ' 




he caller Identified hir^self as 

newsdaoer article \v'ritten 




aynes 



Post, £/3/77, relating to captioned 



mat t e 

questions 



very raoid succession, began asking 



vfhat and hov? the FBI Laboratory 
reached its findings concerning the JOHW V/ILICES BOOTH 
diary. He wanted vef*lficatlon about the number of missing 



pages, any areas of abrasion or 



obliteration, and a page 



eT»adictt^''5iii . 




I' 



SA I'lOnef^did not provide 



Information 
knowledge . 

control of 

but that they are in 
of the Stanton family. _ 

should be made available 






any 




ready public 
does not have 

pages from the diary 

an elderly descendant 

stated that the pap;es 
comoarison to authenticate 



diary 



anrl said that he believes that thev^mav 



become available in the near future. He stated that the 

descendant In possession of the pages is hesitajal;. 





r 1 



this time because he fears of possible reprisalis" against 



1-: 




1 



nr. tjoymjon ^ f J-riu ; 
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MEMORANDUM TO TiR. KELLEHER 
LINCOLM ASSASSINATION 

8/9/77 



him vjhen the "truth" is known. 




stated that 



he personally has already been "blackmailed and 
threatened" but is only interested in this matter 
because he wants to see the truth come out v;hile 
others such as Sunn Films are in it for the money 
and publicity. 

RECOMt-ENDATION ; 



None • 



For information only. 





Director Clarence M. Kelley 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



United States Department of Justice 




Washington, D.C. 



20535 




Re: 



Lincoln Assassination 





Dear Director Kelley: 




Several years ago I prepared a research paper for a history 
course which covered the possibility of Edwin McMasters 

Stanton's involvement in the conspiracy to murder President 
Lincoln; the apparent key to the puzzle appeared to lie in 
the missing pages which had been cut or torn from the 
assassin's diary. I now have learned from a recent Jack Anderson 
column that Mr. Joseph Lynch of Worthington, Massachuetts 
had discovered that he believes to be the missing pages, and 
that they have been turned over to the Bureau for scientific 
examination. 



4l 



My interest is apparent. If copies of the pages or their 



content are available, I would appreciate a copy 



If you 



prefer not to release them directly, can you furnish me with 
Mr. Lynch 's address so that I may communicate with him directly. 



Sincerel 
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1 



Mr. 




leher 



Mr, Carter 
Mr. Tykalr Rm 



7825 



I 






1 ttn 

X7 # 





Your letter qf ^August 15th concerning an examina 
tion of the John Wilkes—^ooth diary has been brought to 
my attentionT 



he FBI Laboratory has been 




by the 



United State 



s 



Department 



f Interior to conduct an examina 



tion concerning the authenticity of the Booth diary. 
This examination is yet to be completed and there is no 
information available at this time. When the examination 



has 
the 




ted 



the 



suit 



ted States Department 



s will be sent directly to 
f Interior. You should 



contact them at the following address for any additional 



Wll uco 



United States Department of Interior 
National Park Service , 

National Capitol Region 
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20242 
The missing pages you refer to have not been 

submitted to the FBI for examination and we are not 
aware of their whereabouts. 



4 
« 



Dwp* AD Ai^< 
Dtp. AD Ifliv* 
Ai«i Dir. I 

A S#^f« 
Crfnt. tnv* 
fin* li P«fS. 

Uull 



to you 



Sp«C« Inv. 
Trolnlnf 



MSM/dlp* 



I hope this information has been of assistance 
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Sin 
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UL*UU 



ly yours 





Thomas F. Kel leher, Jr. 
Assistant Director 
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October 5, 1977 



Honorable Griffin Bell 

Attorney General of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Bell: 



f 
» 






I am enclosing a photostat of a newspaper article with reg 
to the purported discovery of eighteen pages o£_John VJilkes^B oot 

diary among the effects of an heir of Edwin M. Stanton, Lin co 

Secretary o£ War. 



This diary had been 



the original diary now lies in "Ford 



zed as evidence by the Governmen 



ani 




in Washington 



■ 

There is no question pages were ripped from the diary and 



the first head of the Secret 





Baker, testifie'^ 



the diary was substantially intact when he turned it over to the 

Secretary of War, , 



t 



Jack Anderson recently wrote an article indicating these 



purported miss 
of Investigati 



ng pages are being examined by the Federal Bureau 
n for authenticity. 



First, it infuriates me to think Stanton's heirs have mater 
stolen from the Federal Government valued at between one quarter 

a million dollars. Secondly, since if this property were stolen 
from the Government, it is Government property and should be ret 

to the Government. 



I am a Lincoln assassination conspiracy buff and feel the 

+ 

an obligation to secure these pages and that 
they should be made public. It is a pity that the assassination 



of our Sixteenth President is 




/ J.' f 



Very truly yours. 



clouded in jiiystery 
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Your cominunication of October 5th to the Attorney 

General was referred to FBI Headquarters for acknowledgment 

and received on October 14th. 



The FBI Laboratory was requested by the U. S. 

Department of the Interior to conduct an examination con 



^oo-th* 



I authenticity of the diaty mamtainec oy jonn 

This examination was just recently completed "and" 
the results have been sent directly to the Department of 

the Interior. , , 




If you desire additional information regarding 
this examination of the Booth diary, you should communicate 

with the U. S. Department of the Intiarior, National Park 



Service, National Capitol Region, 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W., 
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The missing pages to which you refer have not 
been submitted to the FBI for examination and v;e are 



avi?are of their whereabouts. 
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August 8, 1977 



Mr. Clarence Kelley 

Director r c 

Federal Bureau of Investigation fiViS^i ^.Jr.jrt-.. 
Washington, D« C. 20005 



Attention: Kr. Barry Mones, Technical Analysis Laboratory 



Dear Mr, Kolley: 



I note in the Lea V/hitten story (copy onclosod) in the 
Washington Post for Augua't 3, 1977 » that your check of 
the - John . W ilk e 3^ Boo t h diary is still in progress* It 
is hoped that' your 'sophisticated methods will raise 
some of the writing that does not appear to the eye 

I send you here two pictures (made under special light) 
which show some of this writing. Please return these 
pictures. 



There is also some writing opposite the calendar, faint 
at the top and slightly clearer toward the bottom. This 
appears to be a list of names. Perhaps this is beyond 
recovery by any means but the writing is there, clearly 

so. I am sorry that I do not have a picttire of this page 
to send to you. 

There is a growing controversy that your report 'can settle 

easily: how many pages (or sheets) are missing from the 
Booth diary? As you will note, this document is not 

properly a diary b^^t rather is an 1861^. memorfindum book 
with spaced dates, presumably beginning with Friday, January 
1, and ending with Sunday, December 31» It is alleged that 
eighteen of the missing pages have been located in the hands 
of a Stanton heir. It would be most helpful for future 
research for you to state in your report Just which pages 
or sheets - are not now in this memorandum book* You could, 
for example, note either the missing pages or the pages that 
are there in chronological order. Either way will peritlt 
historians to reconstruct the memorandum book and to make 
comparisons with the "missing pages'* if these are QVi5it;»Q . 

released for such a purpose. , . ' K 2.0'^. 

As I urged in my letter of June 23 # every page should be 
photographed even if scanners reveal nothing. This will 

avoid mytJanakers coming back later with doctored pictures 

or making a claim that the FBI missed something or deliberately 
withheld material as part of "a conspiracy*" This is no 
idle fear as you can see from the editorial in the Civil 



' V|^j^^^y^ ^^B^ f or August 1977 (copy enclosed) 



A claim has been mace that the diary (the one you are checking) 
was forged by the ''»overnment as part of a "cover-un." For 



this reason hi 

definite in 
It 



are anxi 



that your report be 

orip<iring tho witing in the diary with the 



To whom it may concern" letter and the "Dearest beloved 



ther" letter 



Thi 



i 



one 



the last chance for an answer. 



y or the other. V/e are advised that the diary will 



never again be made available for such a purpo 
I am sorry to bother you on these points - all of which 

you are no doubt doing and doing well. Still, so much 

history rides on the docx^mentation of what you do and 
how you do it. 
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bes Lincoln Assassination 
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The FBI has quietly entered the in- 
vestigation of another presidential as- 
sassioatioD —this one the 112-year'Oid 

shooting of Abraham Lincoln while he shortly before the assassination. Some 



The pages give a fascinating ac- 
count, presumably written by Booth. 

of his intrigues with Uncohi intimates 



watched a performance at Ford's The- of the most prominent politicians of 

ater la Washington, 

In many respects, the 1865 murder 
of Lincoln remains even more con- 



spected the diary more scientL' 
and has confirmed that its page 

those of Lynch's discovery, are • 

lined. 

Along with the missing diary \ 



the period, including Stanton, are im- Lynch also found hundreds of 



plicated. 



intriguing items in the possess: 



Referring to a plot perhaps unre- *hP Stanton hpirs Onp is a lette 

troversial than the 1963 IriUing of lated to the murder. Booth allegedly iTet-sS in ^chBooth eDO- 



questions hang over both tragedies. 



Secretary of War himself. At another 



The belated FBI inquiry into Un- point, he declares: "I swear that I shall 

coin's death may help to resolve such lay the body of this tyrant dead upon 



film company, Sunn Clas; 

been investieatins the Un 



mysteries as these: Was Lincoln the the altar of .Mars." Apparently, Lincoln sassination for a feature mo\1e 

victim of a secret conspiracy reaching is the "tyrant," and "Mars," the god of "The Lincoln Conspiracy." One 
into his own cabinet? Was Frederick war, could have been a code name for researchers, Lawrence Moo.. 
Douglass, the Martin Luther King Jr. 

of the Lincoln era, also marked for 



Stanton. 

For yean, the Booth diary, shorn of 



murder? Did the assassin, John Wilkes its mysterious pages, has been on dis 



Alexandria, Va., has turned up 

missing Booth letters and other 

Mooney believes he-has evldenc 



Booth, actually escape and leave an- play at Ford's Theater museum. But Booth escaped and that another 



otber man's body in his place? 

New light on these questions is con- 
tained in some 18 pages that mysteri- 



the Interior Department, which runs 

the museum, has now turned over the 

diary to the FBI. Its handwriting ex 



his . 

Anotber researcher. Prof. Ra;- 

of Indiana State Universitv', ha. 



ously disappeared from Booth's diary perts, with their ultraviolet scanners, produced material which he b<' 

but may now have turned up. The microscopes and other detection devi- 1^^^^ gj^th escaped at Garrett'^ 

whether ^vhe^e most experts beUeve h'. 

been killed by pursuing troops. 

Still another ingredient has bt 
jected into the mystery by Lyp 

has 'discovered what looks Uk 



diary reportedly was dehvered intact 

to Lincoln's arrogant Secretary of 
War, Edwin Stanton, who has been 



the diary itself is genuine. 

They have made two important 



linked by rumors to the assassination tentative discoveries. The diary con 



plot 



taivs no writing in hivisibile ink, as 



When the diary was later introduced some people have suspected for more ^ r- ^ i rs . 

into the Andrew Johnson impeach- than a century. The text also hasn't P^ne of Frederick Douglass, a 

ment hearings, it was missing some been altered, as others have thought, leader, in the Booth diary. This • 

pages that had been neatly excised. But the big question, whether the the possibility- that Booth may h: 



Now an mdefatigable American- ( ex- diary is entirely in Booth's hand writ 
pert, Joseph Lynch of Worthington, ins. remains to be settled. 

the FBI's findings may esUbUsh 

whether the 18 newly discovered 
pages are authentic. Lynch gained 

considerable credibility by Insisting 

that the raissiiig pages were lined. 

Most experts had thought the diary 

was unlined. But the museum's cura- 



Mass., has found what appears to be 

the missing pages. 

He made the discovery while ap- 
praising some historical artifacts be- 
longing to Stanton's heirs. The pages 

were locked in a box in the attic. TTie 

heirs had never opened the box; in 

fact, tbey had no key. 



tended to kill Douglass, too. 
Meanwhile, Curator Harman, 

government expert on the assa. 

lion, is taking an historian's cai? 
view about the renewed coutro" 

"It's the original can of worm;- 

said. "The government didn't coi 

a thorough investigation at the t. 

don't know, whether we'll ever ^ 



tor, Michael Harman, has now in-- the answers. 



By Charles Rodrir 
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ithin a few weeks you arc going ro get vcr>' excited. 

From your radio, your newspaper, and seemingly ever)* 
other minute on your television, you arc going to be bom* 
bardcd by a media blitz for a new motion picture. "New 

film proves c:on?ipiracy in Lintoln assassination,'* they will 

snv; "Researchers have advanced the Lincoln assassination 
study more in a one-year crash investieation than it has 

been advanced in the previous 112 years **call5 for joint 

Scnacc-House assassination committee to rc*examinc Lin- 
coln's death*'; "With the historical discoveries wc*vc 
made, our film will make ^X'ace^gate look like kinderganen 

plotiing." 

The new film, The Lincoln Conspiracy/' is produced 

bv Sunn Classic Pictures, makers of a recent film on 

Noah's Ark and several wildlife movies, U presents a 
scenario which, if true, does indeed make events surround- 
ing ihe Watergate break-in pale inio insignificance. '*The 

Lincoln Conspiracy" docs notliing less than charge that 
there were four separate groups conspiring again.st Lincoln; 
that Secretary of War Edwin McM, Stanron and Lafayette 

Baker were deeply involved; that Booth was a tool of alt 

four groups; that Stanton tried to replace Booth with a 
Confederate Captain james W. Boyd; chac it was Boyd, 
not Booth, who was killed in the dark hours of April 26, 

186>, at the Garrcit farm in Virginia; that Booth escaped 

f to freedom while Boyd's body was identified and buried 

as Booth's; that Stanton and other high oHkials, fmdjng 
incriminating evidence against them in Booth *s diarj', 

conspired to suppress this evidence; that Baker was later 
killed to silence him, and much more. 

Space does not allow telling of the whole story. Briefly, 
however. Confederate leaders in Canadj, want Lincoln 
out of the way, and feel that kidnapping him may get 
Southern prisoners freed lo continue the fight. Northern 
cotton speculators don't want their profits cut by a lenient 

peace with the Confederacy, New York financiers feel the 

same, and the Radicals in Congress want an opportunity 

to ride roughshod over the conquered states. All four 

groups want Lincoln kidnapped or killed for their own 

end-s. All work rhrough Booth. Sianton and Baker know 

of the plots — arc involved with one or more groups them- 
'selves— and Baker acts 2S liaison with Booth. Booth makes 

several kidnapping atrcmpt.s and fails. Disillusioned with 
the actor, the RaduaU want a th.mgc. Baker and Stanton 
get Capram James W. Boyd — a ruthless character — out of 

Old Capitol Prison in Washington and put him in Booth's 
place. Vt'liile Bovd schemes, a resentful BtMHh changes 
his plans to murder, and finally kills Lincoln on April 14, 
just as Boyd is ready with his own plot, which included 
spiriting Lincoln, Vice President Andrew Johnson, and 
Secretary of State William Seward, aboard a Chaffey 
Shipping Company vessel to be born away tu Bloodsworth 

Island in the Chesapeake where they would be killed. 




Booth attempts to escape in company with one Edwati 
Henson over an unguarded route left open for Boyd 

Baker immediately sends Boyd and young David Hcrold- 

an accomplice of Booth's who is captured on April 15 an* 

coerced into giving aid— out to catch the assassin. But the* 
Boyd, fearing that Baker will betray him, decides to escape 
himself, but he and Herold are trapped at the Garret 
farm. Herold is taken, and Boyd slain. Since Boyd bore .. 

remarkable resemblance to Booth, he is at first mistake:: 
for the assassin. When the error is discovered, the Wa 

Department covers it up rather than reveal that the wron. 

man is dead. Thus begins the covcr-up, which StaniOf 

completes by hiding Booth's diary and excising from i- 

eighteen pages which incriminate scores of prominen- 
Northerners. And Booth escapes ro West Virginia ana 

eventually, Europe. 

It IS an incredible story if true, and the way Sunn Classi 

goes about trv'ing to prove it is equally incredible. 
There is a speciai technique to this son of thing. It h.* 

been around a long timc« and has been usccj most cffcv 
lively in recent years by Erich von Daniken in his "Chario* 

of the Gods" books. The formula is simple. To present 
theory that no reputabJe authority has ever accepted, fi?v 

attack the authorities. Sunn does this with a vengeance 
claiming that traditional historians of Lincoln's murder 

have perpetuated the cover-up by slavishly accepting th: 

official government version of the assassination conspiracy. 

* 'Seldom has a traditional his^torian questioned the gov- 
ernment's statements or acquired primary resource mate- 
rial from the heirs of those who lived during the assassina 

tion period," claims a Sunn spokesman. As a result. Sum. 
went after findings overlooked by historians or suppressed 
by them because new revelations could be embarrassing 

to some of the established historical writers on the sub* 
iect >" And whatever they looked for ihcy found— in 
abundance. 

Next must come the hint of a continuing conspiracy ro 
keep the tmth from coising out. Thus, when it came to 
filming the picture. Sunn went to Savannah instead of 
doing it on location to Washington. '*Our film/' they 
say, '*which rewrites the history of the Lincoln assassina- 
tion, rattles a lot of skcictons in family and official closets. 
We wanted to keep a low profile until wc fifiished filming." 

In a separate statement. Sunn maintains that a book bv 

one of their consultants* Theodore Roscoe's W'^^b of Con- 
spiracy, "came under open attack by the Federal secret 
sen,' ice . , . and the publisher was forced to let the book 

go/' Can this possibly be the same U'^eb of Conspiracy 
that was condensed for a Reader s Digest anthology and 
later served as the basis for a CBS TV documentary ? 

Next comes the presentation, and with it the repeated 
and insistent statement of startling revelations, one build- 
ing upon another. Repetition brings familiarity, and 

V* 



^ hen \hi Mippnsiiion 





hcd 



Inis bctn Muted olicn crivuiyh. r ' . .rptrd Titi, ami 
fyrcsfo\ \vc have 5p:ikcincn building cif/c^ in ;><;ui)) America, 



evidence ijfodUK " -iuppori the sccftario ol "The Lin- 
coln Conspiracy, -/vbout this evidence, certain ironclad 



a vonuious tnan^lc of ocean off Dcrinuda that swallows conclusions arc inescapable. 



ships like anchovies, and a massive plot to assassinate 

Abraham Lincoln and cover up the crime. 

li is a twcnucth cciuur\- icthnicjoe, and thii$ it isfming 
that It PC coupicu %viih anoii'icr n"iocicrn ifivCf/ccon j'j 

the making of 'The Lincohi Conspiracy/' "Sunn uses 
computers in help make movies/' proudly proclaims the 
publicitv release. After cxtetisivc demographic sur\'cys arc 
made* sample audiences are polled on **which Scenes 
offered the greatest cnioymcni, which scenes were the 
most interesting, and which scenes they wanted longest/' 
Essentially the audience tells wliat it likes best, and that is 
%vViat Sunn gives them. This is fine for a ficrional drama, 
but when applied to the prcscniauon ofwhai purports to 
be histor>', the result can be disastrous. No socicry can 
afford to have its understanding of its own past deter- 
mined by market research on what people want to believe. 
Winston Churchill once remarked of the lecendary King 
Arrhur that, if he hadn't really lived, nevertheless '*hc 
should have/' Application of market research to history 
reverses that somewhat. If the studies indicate ih^t most 
people would prefer that King Arthur h^^d really h'ved, 
then he did. The implications are frightening. 

But all of this pales when compared to the real meat of 
the story, the startling and extensive new evidence upon 
which (he film is b^scd. All *;uch courageous, trailblazlng 

**nrl/*3v/^n; minr h:ivf- q hr^iT nf f vidrni iarv materials ovcr- 



' looked by "iraduional historians/* "The Lincoln Con- 
spiracy" has them in abundance. 

The most interesting items, of course, arc the purported 
missing pages from Booth's dlar)', supposedly tak(fn out 
by Stanton. In the first place, it was not a **diary/' but 
an appointment book, Booth*s w-as not a diarist's tempera- 
ment. He wasn't even a good correspondent. Secondly, 
Sunn's promociona! can^paign is headlined with the claim 



pages/' Not so. The pages were found by a Massachusetts 
manuscript dealer in the hands of a Stanton descendant. 
Sunn merely located the dealer. Bui — and this is impor* 
tant — neither Sunti nor anyone else ha.s ^een the actual 

pages. Oniy the dealer has seen Un-m. and he furnished 

^ a transcript to Sunn. Tor coniplit;ucd rcawjs, ihe owner 
of ilie orii;inaIs is reiuctafU to release them ioi auiheniKa- 
lion. Meanwhile* the manuscript dealer h;is shown copies 



(if i I i c" t r a n sc r s p ts to a few c x pc rts » a n*.! £ ! i e 



can be said at this point is that no serious anachronisms 
have been found to disprove authenticity. Nevcnheless, 

until some unimpcachabie authority such as the Library 
of Congress authenticates the original papes, l^^ng any 

historiral claims upon what is found in the u^inMripi is 
irrr^pMu And incidentally, the Natioc»al Park Service 

If ;nr liiirty-six leaves missing frc>77i the small 
h^Mk \\\ iheir cu^iudy, ntjt eighteen as is usually stated. 



t I 



naving dispensed widi the diary, about which no dcTinj* 



First, from several sources they have resurrected ihc old 



lived out his day 



disguise and 



evidence for 



repeated claims has been nut to the test by Chauncey Blaclb 
of the Dearborn Independent. George S. Bryan in The 

Great American Myth. Otto Eisenchiml in The Shadow 
of Lincoln s Death, and a number *>f other investigators. 

The consensus is that all such claims are spurious. 

Far more fascinating is the story of Captain James W- 
Rnvrl who 4ve are told was mistaken for Booth. A coHec- 




Sunn CldS5'C Pictures photograph purporting to be Cdptjm 



I .^^^ \\i 



34 



I 



tioii oY Boyd's papers h olfcrc 



J- 



c his involvement 



sav thac 



and 



in the kidnapping sclicnie and hi ^ iif7H"!y ('k -li and ^''at anything he sa' ould be unacceptable as evidence 



mis-idcntifltaTion, There is a grain ol mith here. In Feb- 
ruary 1865 Captain j.W. Hoyd, fontierly Capiain cf Co, l\ 



corroborated 



purported 



6th Tennessee Infantry, was in Old Capitol Prisoi^ and mation is a fabrication, and probably not by Baker. 

he was released on >X'ar Depart mciu orders. M is docu 



We 



mcntcd by his signed Oath of Allegiance, now in the and his henchmen feared that Lincoln would noi be re- 

National Archives in Washington. An interesting docu- elected in 1864. Rather than have Democrat George McClel- 

ment this is. it shows that at the time of his release Boyd, bn take the Presidency, they would kidnap Lintoln, Vice 

a native ol Madison County, Tennessee, wiis ^ray-haircdt President Hamlin, and Secretary' of State Seward prior to 

blue-eycd» and 6 feet-2 inches tall. The I860 census for the inauguration. Then the Committee on the Conduct of 



I 1 I 



Madistfn County indicates that in i86>, Boyd would nave 



II n 



I 1 



tne war, controlled hy Kadicals, would appomt an interim 

been about 42 years of age. president who would announce that McCIellan could r>ot 

We arc asked tu bcheve that this man was passed off not take office. When Lincoln won the election, however, the 

to intimate famjiy members, as plotters retained their plans* for they feared Lincoln would 

John Wilkes Booth, a black-haired, brown-eyed, 5 foot- be too lenient on the South, Only this time it was Lincoln, 

8 inch. 26-ycar^old! Six inches difference in hripht; six- Seward, and Vice President Andrew Johnson who were lo 

teen years in a^e; gray hair instead of black: blue eyes be kidnapped, and uiumatcly killed, 

rather than brown. It strains credulity beyond the limits Jmplicit in Baker's statement is a belief on Stanton's 

of reason to assert that Boyd could pass for Booth with part that in the event of the death or disability of the 



I H^MUCllL V JLC-r lL^JUCl !l , 1 1 It UllH.e WUUlU laji Ut II iC 



shows a man somewhat like Booth, but in no way corre- Sccrctaiy of State as senior cabinet officer, hqually implicit 
sponding with ihe description of J. W. Boyd. And curiously is the supposition that Andrew Johnson would deal 



enough, the man in the photo is dressed in a Federal uni- 
form, a private^s at that. 



leniently with the conquered South. Well, there arr prob- 
lems with this plot. First, Johnson, so far as anyone knew 



Equally interesting are the papers of the New York at this time, was in the Radical Republican camp; his 

shipping firm of Chaffey and Biggs. It is claimed that denunciations of the leadership of the Confederacy and 

Booth and Lafayette Baker had a long standing connec- shrill calls for their execution were well known. More im- 

tion with this tlrm, and that it was to supply the ship for portant, it is impossible to reconcile such blatant ignorance 



rm *4n/»c 



the nnpin:il Icirinnnninr aiiM murrlrr rilnr Th/» T 

busmess. we are told, at 178 Vi Water Street. 

The errors here are legion, j-irst, no New Voik City 
directory for the years 1844-1865 lists any firm such as 
< h.Hfrv in shipping or any oilier business. Further, all 
iMciMues found lo businesses at ITHVi Water Street are 
tor Martin Bates, furrier and importer. This includes the 



J-'*'^'l^J\-/iJ>-' ^WV^iflii*^ I^AV^I' 

dential succession with Edwin M. Stanion*s prior position 
as Attorney General in the cabinet of Jame^ Buchanan 
and his reputation as a Constitutional lawyer. The suc- 
cession in as it had been since 1792 — provided chat 

the Presidency would pxss to the President pro tempore of 
the Senate in the event of the death or disabihty 6f both 



year 1853, when documents in the Chaffey p^jpers show the President and Vice-President. Lafavette S. Foster of 



Connecticut would automatically have become President 
finterestinelv, this order of succession chanecd in 1886 to 



that firm doing business at that address. In New York 
Citv's tax records there is no account of this firm, and in 

the New York Times's daily listing of shipping in and out include cabinet officers in the succession order). Seward 

of the port of New York for the years of the Civil War, would never have entered the picture— which Stanton 

there is not a single vessel mentioned which is regiscercd would have known. Stanton would also have known that, 

to Chaffey, This for a eon^pany which regularly ships into constitutionally, the Commiiiee on the Conduct of the 

ana oui oi incw xorKf aciu to mis tne lact tnai inei^hatiey war couiu not nave ocen empowered to appoint an interim 

correspondetice — at lease tluit which we've scvu— is written, Prcsideni, Staiuon would have known this, but the creator 

not in a letter book, but in an account ledgcj; that the oi this document obviously did not, and he consequently 

ledger paper bears a British and not an Ameriian water- stuck his foot in it up to the hip. 



mark; and that the handwriting is poor and in places 



Andrew Potter's papers dissolve even quicker under 



illegible in an era when mercantile firms employed scribes scrutiny. We are asked to believe that National Detective 

specifically for their penmanship— add all this together Police agcin Potter smuggled these papers out of his 
and it is not hard to conclude thai Chaffey and Biggs never organization's files. Among them is his account of the 



existed, and that the papers of this spectral firm are clumsy 



discovery that the man thought to be Booth was actually 



x^aptain Boyd, and the decision to cover the mistake to 



Much rhe same can be said for the Lafayette Baker avoid embarrassment. In the light of what has already 
pap'r , ..i idi Sunn calls "journals and cipiicr-coded been shown about the supposed Boyd Booth identifica- 



Munu:>cripts detailing the Lincoln kidnap-a':s4ssination 



tion, Potter's statement is obviously false. It is made the 



conspiracy plot and cover-up/' At the outset it is enough less believable by the photograph of Potter in Sunn's pub- 



• 

licity package. It .shows a 



more ihan 30 vcars old 




he cc^ t 

tax bv_,/cs roi 



;cc5sfully escaping in 1865. The title ai; 
■area, however, show no transaction 



dressed in clothing which aKr( -ome ini<' vogue unti' 
the 1880 5. If this is Potitr, then putting the best hglu whatever that hiivc Booth owning Uintl. 'Ihcre is a stiire 



on it, wc must be h eve that Andrew was a trusted secret 
agent at age fifteen! 
With the George W, Julian Papers, we have a real gem. 



1 



ncnt bv Miiliael 0'Uuj;lilcn in which lie dct;HU ilv 



« 4 



involved in the massive plot and what was planned. Tl 



statement comes from the Osborn Oldroyd collection, w 



Julian, an organizer of the Republican Party, stood among arc told, Oldroyd, an eminent collector of Lincolnian 



the foremost Radicals. He kept a diary during the war and 
after, a diosy which his daughter loaned to historian Claude 
Bowers when he was researching his classic siudy of Recon- 
struction, TSe Tragic Era. When Bowers finished with the 

diaries, Julian's daughter destroyed the poriions covering 
the Civil War and donated the remainder to the Indiana 
State Library, However, Sunn claims that they have a 

transcript of the 1865 portion of the diary that Bowers 

made before it was destroyed. And in the entry for April 

24, 1865, there is an eight paragraph account of a meet- 
ing in Stanton*s office m which Sunton and several others 

Speak in panicked tones, of what is in Booth's diar>\ which 
they have just received. Stanton gives the book to his trusted 

henchman Thomas Eckcrt with orders that it be kept safe 



kept inventories of his Lincoln items. Some are with h- 
papers in the University of Chicago Library, and nowhci 
do they mention such a staiemctn by O'Laughlen. 

And there is testimony taken from the sister of Dav 

Herold, who fled with Booth and was later hanged wit 

the other conspirators. It is supposedly suppressed test 
mony which backs up the contention that Herold w: 
never with Booth on the escape. Rather, he was ridir. 
with Boyd in an attempt to find Booth, Well, the crcd 
bility of this one doesn't last beyond the first scntenvf 



The initial question asked of Herold 's sister is whcch 

or not her husband is Edward C< Nelson. She says *'ye^ 

Yet church and census records verify that her husbdi 

was really Frederick M. Nelson! is it not rc.TSonable i 



and shown to no one* Note, this is April 24, two days expect that after thirteen years of marriage Mrs. Nels* 



before Booth— or Boyd, if you will— is killed. It is claimed 

that the diary was found in Booth's abandoned coat, and 
rushed to the War Department. 

There arc several problems here. First, a search of the 
Claude n'nifT<: P-iprrs at Indiana University reveals no 

torir^«.[vin'ir(Kr indjuuc ihat Bowers kept a transcript 
of ilir Jtjiian diary oi any portion of it. Second, anyone 

who has read The Tragic Era knows that Bowers was a 

rabid anti-Radicah The book pours venom on Stanton, 

Ben Wade, and others. If Bowers really had such a diary 
account revealing a Radical involvement with Booth and 

a cover-up, it is inconceivable that he would niot have 
used it in his book. And the reason he did not use this 
entry is because he had the genuine April 24, 1865 entry 



would know her husband's given name? Additional crr^ 

abound in this obviously bogus testimony. Oh. yes. ai- 
in the revelation from Mrs. Edward Nelson— or was 
Frederick?— is the tantalizing fact that her brother Da\ 

Herold kept a diary in 1865 and that a relation of h' 

had it. Since this is the only hint to date of a Herold diar 
and since it comes from a suspect document, any date 

Herold diary which may hereafter come to light must ce 
tainly be viewed with caution. 

Sunn's story line claims that David Herold w as captuu 
only the day after the assassination and then sent off w i: 
Boyd to capture Booth. To s;.ipporT this they cite a rew: 
poster for Booth, Surratt and Herold, in which the phc 
of Herold is the same as a later view in w hich he is han 



before him. And anyone who is interested can read it cuffed after his capture at the Garrett farm on April 2 



today. Simply find a copy of the Indiina Magazine of 

History for December 1915, which contains an article 
tilled *'Georgc W. Julian's Journal." Therein, interest- 
ingly enough, is an entry for April 24, 1865, the same 
date as in Sunn's alleged transcript. Only this entry has 

but one paragraph, and instead of recounting conspiracy 

and covcmp, it describes a meeting of the Committee on 
the Conduct of the War. Instead of recording a meeting 

at Stanton's office, it tells of an audience with President 

Johnson during which Julian was "mortified" at the Presi- 
dent's bad grammar (page 537). Obviously the fabricator 

of the more lurid version of the Juhan diar)' didn't do his 

or her homework* else this earlier publication of the 
April 24 entry would have prevented the blundering 
forgery which is a major piece of evidence in Sunn's ver- 
sion of the conspiracy. 

This sort of thing goes on and on. The film "proves" 
for us the old legend that Booth married Izola D'arcy. 

Further we are told that Booth and his wife lived on his 
farm near Harpers Ferry « and that it is to this farm that 



The conclusion is that this photo was taken April !• 

Otherwise, how would the government have a photo » 
Herold, in irons, to put on a wanted poster issued da 
before his capture? While superficially persuasive, i! 
claim, too, dissolves under scrutiny. There are at least tv, 

known versions of the reward poster dated April 20. i 

addition to the version at which Sunn points its finpt 
there is a poster which shows Herold as an adolesce 

schoolboy, and a photograph purporting to be John Surr. 

which is obviously erroneous. This is the poster distribut- 
by Luther B. Baker at the behest of Lafayette C Bake 

The Sunn version of the poster — though they don*t mc 

tion this— has a photograph of John Surratt taken 
approximately 1867, The second poster— with the I.: 

Surratt photograph and the post-capiurc Herold pho 
graph — was undoubtedly a response to the clamor I 

"souvenirs*' of the cenrur)''s greatest crime. In sho 

Sunn's claim is based on a poster that postdates the hu: 

for the assassins by many months, possibly years. 
It must be apparent by now that vinually all of t: 
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War Department, Washington, April 20, 1865, 




Of our late beloved President, Abraham Lincoln. 
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TWO BOtimBI THOUBAHO OOM^AM. 

Rennrd poster with a photograph of Hrrold as an adolescent and 
an erroneous photograph of lohn Surratt. 



Startling claims in the film arc based upon documents 






War Departmenti Washington, April 20* 1865. 




Reward postc'r showing post— capture photograph of David Herold 

and 1U7 photograph of John Sufratt 



enough lo invent data supporting a pbt of monumental 

proponions^ We may ncxw know the identity of the per- 
son or persons who concocted the material that Sunn has 
found* or when it was done. Indeed, the work is so 
clumsily amateurish that its authorship should charitably 

be left anonymous. One sbouid not criticize Sunn Classic 
Pictures over much for using this material. Pictures arc 

their business, not histocy. Given the n»tcrial to make a 
box office hit with blockbusting revelations, they simply 
have not questioned thdr evidence too closely. 

One might suppose that the point of all this iS to advise 

the readers of CWTl not lo piy good money to see "The 
Lincoln Conspiracy" when ii comes lo your ihcatei. Not 
so. Go and sec it. Sec it w-icc. Take your friends and your 

family. Watch it carcfuU^-. You will literally sec hisior\- in 
the making. Look with a raieful eye and an open mind: 

there is, after all, the lemotc jjossibility that they really 
have something. The picture is based on far more docu- 
ments than wc can discuss hcte, and there is always the 
chance that they have turned up wonhwhilc n^' material: 

after all, only last year the "lost" manuKtipt account of 
the assassination by Louis J. Weichmann— undeniably 
genuine— finally came out in print. 

But watch for the innucodo. the stretched truth. Keep 

in mind the evidence that the film is based upon, and 



which, if not outright forgeries, arc so highly suspect as • ^^^^ y^^^ j^own hc« t&m the evidence. Then decide 



for yourself. That is the point of this editorial. To urge 
you not to walk out of that thratcr unquesiioningly accept - 
ing whni you have seen as bring the truth, because omc 

that happens, then wc haw all begun to lose touch with 



the future. 



to make them . inadmissabic as evidence in any serious 

investigation. While Sunn has unearthed a mass of docu- 
mentary evidence, little would withstand the scrutiny of 
Serious historians* 

Just who had this material, and why, may never be our past-^and without dai ihcre can be no sure grip on 
known. There have been forgers and charlatan? working 
in the field of Uncolniana ever since his death, Joseph 
Coscy produced some very welt known Lincoln forgeries 
in the early 1900's. And the famous Minor collection of 
spurious documents relating to Lincoln and Ann Rinledge 
dates back to 1928rTherc have been many faked photos 
of Lincoln in death. It should hardly be surprising, then, 
that a lot of documents relating to the assa:'>sination have 

been manufactured. Americans do love a conspiracy, and 
in the case of Uncoln^s death someone wanted one bad 



And then, if there is aoyanc who stiti bujs^hac this 

film has to offer. Boy! can I make you a dcu on the 



Brooklyn Bridge* 




William C. Davis 
Editor 
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